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The summer months are nearly upon us. Our usual topics for the summer message are family activities 
and Annual Training, but this year we have those and much more to consider.  We have many Army 
National Guard Soldiers mobilized for active duty in many locations and on a wide variety of missions.  
We have Soldiers in Iraq, obviously, but we are also serving in Afghanistan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the 
Sinai, Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Japan, and Cuba.  That’s just where the long list begins.  Our 
Soldiers are also accomplishing Homeland Security missions here in the United States.   Many of the 
duties assigned to these Soldiers are dangerous – there’s no denying it.  But we want to make sure none 
of these Soldiers are injured or killed because of preventable accidents.

Leaders, make sure your Soldiers know the right way to accomplish the duties assigned to them and 
that they follow correct safety procedures.  Be sure a good risk assessment is done before your 
missions and that you mitigate the dangers you can.

Soldiers – whether you are at your monthly drill, on Annual Training, or deployed – do your tasks 
right.  That sounds so simple and you’ve heard it a million times.  We continue, however, to have 
Soldiers injured or killed because they didn’t accomplish their tasks in the way they’d been trained.   
Do it right, do it right the first time, do it right every time. Period.

Family members, you have two jobs.  First, when you talk to your Soldier, remind him or her of what I 
just said.  We want to reduce injuries and fatalities due to accidents to zero and your reminder to your 
Soldier may be what makes the difference.  Your second job is to take care of yourself and your other 
family members. This is a very difficult time for families.  For the sake of your family and your Soldier, 
keep yourself healthy, physically and emotionally.  If you need to talk or need help on how to cope with 
things, let your family readiness representative know.  If you don’t know who your family readiness 
representative is, let us know and we’ll help you find out.  Having your Soldier away from home is hard 
and you don’t have to deal with it alone.

Bottom line is – we want our Soldiers to get home safely and for them to find their families healthy 
when they get here.  Whether it’s a family activity, deployment, Annual Training, monthly drill, or plain 
old everyday life, think about what you’re doing, and see what you can do to minimize the risk of injury
to yourself and those around you.

To our Soldiers, their families, their friends, and the communities that support them, keep up the good 
work.  Nearly every day I hear another story about a Guard Soldier, a Guard family, an organization, or 
a community that made a difference because of its unselfish efforts to take care of someone else.  This 
willingness to take care of others is what makes the Army National Guard the amazing organization it is.  
I can’t begin to tell you how proud I am of our Soldiers and our families, and how grateful we all are to 
the communities and organizations that support them. 

My sincerest thanks to all of you,

Roger C. Schultz
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
Director, Army National Guard


