TASK 3001A

Perform Water Bucket Operations

CONDITION:  In a UH-60 helicopter with firefighting water bucket (Simplex or Bambi) attached and minimum crew of two pilots and one CE.

STANDARDS:  Appropriate common standards plus these additional/modifications:


Rated

1. Perform external load operations IAW TC1-212.

2. Evaluate fire, terrain, ground crew personnel and smoke for flight path, altitude, speed and escape route.

3. Maintain desired ground track.

4. Maintain desired water bucket altitude.

5. Verify the aircraft will remain within gross weight and CG limitations.

6. Comply with manufacturers operating limitations.

Nonrated

1. Maintain airspace surveillance.

2. Using appropriate aircrew coordination skills, continuously advise the PC of the condition and position of the of the aircraft, tail rotor and water bucket in relation to the fire and terrain obstructions.

3. Operate the "Water Drop" switch when directed by the PC.

DESCRIPTION:

1. The pilot on the controls will terminate at a hover over a water pickup point.  The CE will provide clearance and altitude information as the pilot makes a vertical descent allowing the bucket to submerge.  The CE will announce when the bucket is full.  The pilot on the controls will make a vertical ascent until the bucket is clear of the water.  The CE will call the bucket clear of the water.  Pilot not on the control will make a power check and verify that torque does not exceed GO-NO-GO limitations.  Pilot on the controls will continue the takeoff.

2. The crew will evaluate and determine the best approach and type of water drop to be made based on the terrain and fire conditions and instructions from the fire boss.  The pilot on the controls will state the direction of approach and the airspeed to be flown. The CE will confirm the location of the drop and the flight path to be flown.

3. The pilot on the controls is responsible for terrain and obstacle clearance by visual references, the radar altimeter, and advise from the other crewmembers.  The pilot not on the controls will monitor aircraft and systems instruments as well as visually checking for terrain and obstruction clearance

4. Once the aircraft begins the approach, the pilot on the controls will call out direction and distance to the target. The CE will give any directions necessary to align the water bucket with the target and call out distance to target.  He will announce that he has the target insight, is releasing the water, and most importantly that the water is away.

